
 
 



 
The Botswana Defense Force in the Struggle for an African Environment 
 
In his recently released book, Dr. Dan Henk describes how Botswana, an obscure nation in southern Africa, 
employs its capable, professional army to secure its wildlife resources - a precious heritage of all mankind.  
The underlying research for this project was funded by the Institute for National Security Studies (U.S. Air 
Force Academy), the U.S. Army Environmental Policy Institute, and the Air University Foundation.  The book 
offers an interesting success story and provides an example for emulation on a continent where officials and 
soldiers are widely held in disrepute. It describes how Botswana’s leaders clearly defined their nation’s 
interests and effectively employed the instruments of power at their disposal. The book depicts a state that 
works, and suggests ways in which other African nations can take similar advantage of opportunities for 
productive partnerships on environmental issues.  Dr. Henk is the Director of the Air Force Culture and 
Language Center at Air University.  He is a former career US Army officer whose service included 
accreditation as military attaché to four African countries.  He has served as Director of African Studies at 
the US Army War College and as Chair, Department of Security Strategy, Africa Center for Strategic 
Studies. He holds a B.A. in History from The Citadel, and an M.A. and Ph.D. in Anthropology from the 
University of Florida.  The book is available from Palgrave Macmillan Ltd. Publishers. 
 
 
 


